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That the American Eed Cross has given to the League 
of Eed Cross Societies 500,000 suits of reconditioned 
underwear and 100,000 pairs of rubber gloves, for use 
in the campaign against typhus throughout Central 
Europe. 

That the Northern Peace Union of Stockholm has 
petitioned the King of Sweden to introduce English as 
the fundamental foreign language to be taught in all 
State-aided schools, in order to facilitate international 
communication. 

That German public opinion looks with disfavor on 
the granting of a Nobel Prize to President Wilson, 
alleging that he has been responsible for post-war dif- 
ficulties for Germany tending to make her punishment 
greater. 

That a Mandarin Version of the Chinese Bible has 
been completed at a cost of $700,000, after twenty-five 
years' work on the part of translators, thus making the 
Bible accessible to over 400,000,000, that is to say, to 
one-fourth the population of the world. 

That wireless telephone messages from England were 
plainly heard in Geneva at a demonstration recently 
given by William Marconi, and that newspaper men in 
attendance at the Assembly of the League of Nations 
plainly heard messages spoken 500 miles away. 

That Germany, through private initiative, is estab- 
lishing in all her large cities "High Schools of Poli- 
tics," which, according to their founder, Professor Er- 
nest Jaeckh, are to "reduce politics to a science and re- 
store the nation's greatness by peaceful methods." 

That the five Central American countries, at their 
conference at San Jose, Costa Rica, this month, have 
practically perfected a federation, and worked out a 
plan of joint governmental action and ultimate merger 
in which organized labor is to have its recognition. 

That the foreign trade of Germany for the first five 
months of 1919 was as follows : imports, 3,339,000,000 
marks; exports, 1,169,000,000 marks; during the first 
five months of 1920 these have increased to 28,480,000,- 
000 marks for imports and 23,688,000,000 for exports. 

That St. Mihiel, where American troops did some of 
their most heroic fighting, is to have a unique memorial, 
the Junior Eed Cross of America having made an ap- 
propriation to be used in co-operation with the French 
Government for the establishment of a model childrens' 
hospital. 

That the International Institute of Agriculture, 
Rome, has decided to place on the walls of the handsome 
building, provided for it by Italy, a tablet in memory of 
David Lubin, the American Jew, who conceived the 
plan of the Institute, was its founder under the pat- 
ronage of the King of Italy, and served as the first 
representative of the United States on its governing 
board. 



That the British Government, with the Premier 
especially eager, is seriously considering naming a 
woman for the diplomatic service, to be stationed pos- 
sibly in Washington as a first experiment ; a person who 
would act as a go-between on all issues having to do 
with women, children, public health and social evils. 
Lady Astor is sponsor of the plan. 

That Sidney Webb, the eminent English sociologist, is 
urging twin parliaments for the National government, 
one for functioning in the political field and having to 
do with national defense and the maintenance of order ; 
and the other a social parliament, dealing with the na- 
tion's economic resources, and its cultural development, 
the people's health, education and taxation. 

That, inadequate as the expenditures for education in 
the United States are, figures compiled in the Bureau of 
Education show that the people of the United States 
are now paying annually for education as much, if not 
more, than the total paid for education by the peoples 
of all other countries; that is, half the total expendi- 
tures for education, elementary, secondary, and higher, 
of the whole world are made in the United States, which 
contains approximately one-seventeenth of the popula- 
tion of the world. 



THE UNITED STATES AND THE LEAGUE 

President Wilson's Message to Congress- 
Opinions of Political Leaders- 
Conferences at Marion 

President Wilson, in his message to Congress, December 7, 
made no specific reference to the League or to the attitude 
of the United States toward it ; but in general terms he had 
the following words to say about the ideals of the nation 
and their relation to contemporary domestic and foreign 
duties : 

Gentlemen of the Congress: 

When I addressed myself to performing the duty laid upon 
the President by the Constitution, to present to you an an- 
nual report on the state of the Union, I found my thought 
dominated by an immortal sentence of Abraham Lincoln's: 
"Let us have faith that right makes might, and in that faith 
let us dare to do our duty as we understand it" — a sentence 
immortal because it embodies in a form of utter simplicity 
and purity the essential faith of the nation, the faith in 
which it was conceived and the faith in which it has grown 
to glory and power. With that faith and the birth of a na- 
tion founded upon it came the hope into the world that a 
new order would prevail throughout the affairs of mankind, 
an order in which reason and right would take precedence 
of covetousness and force, and I believe that I express the 
wish and purpose of every thoughtful American when I say 
that this sentence marks for us in the plainest manner the 
part we should play alike in the arrangement of our do- 
mestic affairs and in our exercise of influence upon the 
affairs of the world. By this faith, and by this faith alone, 
can the world be lifted out of its present confusion and 
despair. It was this faith which prevailed over the wicked 
force of Germany. You will remember that the beginning 
of the end of the war came when the German people found 
themselves face to face with the conscience of the world and 
realized that right was everywhere arrayed against the 
wrong that their government was attempting to perpetrate. 
I think, therefore, that it is true to say that this was the 
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faith which won the war. Certainly this is the faith with 
which our gallant men went into the field and out upon the 
seas to make sure of victory. 

Democracy's Mission 

This is the mission upon which democracy came into the 
world. Democracy is an assertion of the right of the indi- 
vidual to live and to be treated justly as against any attempt 
on the part of any combination of individuals to make laws 
which will overburden him or which will destroy his equal- 
ity among his fellows in the matter of right or privilege, 
and I think we all realize that the day has come when de- 
mocracy is being put upon its final test The old world is 
just now suffering from a wanton rejection of the principle 
of democracy and a substitution of the principle of autocracy 
as asserted in the name, but without the authority and sanc- 
tion, of the multitude. This is the time of all others when 
democracy should prove its purity and its spiritual power to 
prevail. It is surely the manifest destiny of the United 
States to lead in the attempt to make this spirit prevail. 

Two Ways to Assist 

There are two ways in which the United States can assist 
to accomplish this great object: First, by offering the ex- 
ample within her own borders of the will and power of 
democracy to make and enforce laws which are unquestion- 
ably just and which are equal in their administration — laws 
which secure its full right to labor and yet at the same 
time safeguard the integrity of property, and particularly 
of that property which is devoted to the development of 
industry and the increase of the- necessary wealth of the 
world. Second, by standing for right and justice as toward 
individual nations. The law of democracy is for the pro- 
tection of the weak, and the influence of every democracy 
in the world should be for the protection of the weak nation, 
the nation which is struggling toward its right and toward 
its proper recognition and privilege in the family of nations. 
The United States cannot refuse this rSle of champion with- 
out putting the stigma of rejection upon the great and de- 
voted men who brought its government into existence and 
established it in the face of almost universal opposition and 
intrigue, even in the face of wanton force, as, for example, 
against the orders in council of Great Britain and the arbi- 
trary Napoleonic decrees, which involved us in what we 
know as the War of 1812. I urge you to consider that the 
display of an immediate disposition on the part of the Con- 
gress to remedy any injustices or evils that may have shown 
themselves in our own national life will afford the most 
effectual offset to the forces of chaos and tyranny which are 
playing so disastrous a part in the fortunes of the free peo- 
ples of more than one part of the world. The United States 
is of necessity the sample democracy of the world, and the 
triumph of democracy depends upon its success. 

OPINIONS OF POLITICAL LEADERS 

President-elect Harding, in a speech before the Senate, 
December 6, in which he bade farewell to that body, said : 

We are facing no easy task. We have our full part in the 
readjustment of human affairs, after the world tumult. We 
have our tasks at home, we have our part in the inevitable 
work of the civilized world. I am sure that the necessity of 
wise solution will inspire us to work together, to take com- 
mon counsel, to be tolerant of one another and give the best 
which is in all of us to attain the ends which become our 
Republic at home and will maintain its high place among 
the nations of the earth. 

Senator Hiram Johnson, of California, on December 5th, 
in an interview, said that he would continue to fight against 
the League "to the finish" : 

It is unthinkable, after the recent election, that the United 
States will be taken into the League. The Republican plat- 
form, the utterances of President-elect Harding, the prom- 
ises made the American people, to which they so overwhelm- 



ingly responded, will keep us out of any entangling alliances 
and specially out of the League. 

The election presented the contrast between just common 
folks and the intelligencia. The common folks made up 
their minds about the League and voted their belief, no 
matter what their political party. The victory in the elec- 
tion was a victory of sturdy citizenship or common folks 
who desired to be just Americans. 

Senator Borah has announced his program for the United 
States and the policy for which he will stand in his speeches 
and by his votes in the Senate. He would — 

1. Pass the Knox resolution, declaring a status of peace 
with Germany. 

2. Declare in favor, of recodification and simplification of 
international law. 

3. Expand The Hague Tribunal, giving it greater powers 
in the settlement of disputes between nations. 

4. Declare that all territory seized by nations in the peace 
settlement shall be given back to the countries from which 
it was appropriated. 

5. Provide for settlement of all disputes by the interna, 
tional court without resort to war. 

NO ACTION BY CONGRESS AT SHORT SESSION 

On December 8 it was announced that the Republican 
leaders had decided not to take any action on the Knox 
peace resolution at the short session of Congress which now 
is sitting; and, moreover, that nothing would be done to 
remove from control of the Foreign Relations' Committee 
the treaty providing that the United States and Great 
Britain should come to the aid of France in case of attack. 

MARION CONFERENCES 

Early in December, after his return from his trip to 
Panama, Mr. Harding went to Marion and began a series of 
conferences with men of both parties respecting the wise 
course of policy toward the League to be followed by him and 
by the majority back of him in the Congress that will meet 
probably in March, 1921. 

On the 10th he said to a New York Times correspondent : 

I am trying to find out what middle ground there is on 
which we can unite American public opinion in the matter of 
foreign policies. As you know, I am desirous of talking not 
only with pro-Leaguers but Irreconcilables, those who would 
have us play our full part in the world and those who would 
have America retain her freedom. Between the two it would 
seem probable that we can find some middle-ground view- 
point that possibly has not been brought out before, one to 
which all shades of American public opinion will agree. 

In this I am carrying out my campaign promises to sift 
and combine the best opinion on foreign relations. It may 
be impracticable, but as present I am not of that opinion. 

The President-elect declined to divulge the topics he in- 
tended discussing with his visitors, but said : 

I expect to talk with at least a hundred people on this 
matter. Later, but not now, it may be desirable to give out 
an outline of our conclusions. 

On the 11th he had Mr. Herbert Hoover as a guest and 
adviser. Mr. Hoover, commenting on the conference, said : 

We talked over the League situation, of course. I have 
always been in favor of taking this League and the peace 
treaty and modifying them. I see no use in reopening the 
10,000 questions which have been closed and committed to 
documents. It must be substantially changed in machinery 
and in other ways, we all know, but I believe it can be done 
and other members of the League will show an inclination 
to follow America's lead. 
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Mr. Hoover also laid before Mr. Harding his own prescrip- 
tion for a restoration of sound conditions in Europe, as fol- 
lows: 

First. Extension of credits to European countries to revive 
the export trade of the United States. The extension of 
credits should amount to an investment of American capital 
in European enterprises with the definite idea of putting the 
European nations on their feet and getting them back to 
work. 

Second. Determination of the exact amount and- terms of 
the indemnity Germany must pay, as the only means of 
restoring industrial and agricultural activity in Germany. 

Third. Adoption of some plan to put Russia back in the 
ranks of producing nations. 

THE HARVEY PLAN 

From the Harding headquarters there issued on the 13th 
the following statement of a plan favored ' by "Colonel" 
George B. Harvey and discussed by him and Mr. Harding. 
It read: 

The whole topic of discussion between the two has been a 
proposal which dwarfs all previous propositions designed to 
perpetuate peace and to democratize the world. It was, in 
brief, that the United States should stand as a sponsor for 
an association of peoples who should pledge their respective 
governments for all time never to engage in offensive warfare 
until the question will be submitted to, and decided by, the 
people themselves. 

The President-elect declined to discuss the latter, but 
Colonel Harvey, while disclaiming any authority to speak 
for him, personally espoused the idea with vigor, and ex- 
pressed the belief that a practicable plan could be devised 
through friendly consultation and helpful co-operation with 
other nations. Of the merits of the proposal, if it can be 
made effective, he thought there could not be any doubt in 
any mind sensitive to the highest ideals and most worthy 
traditions of America. 

MR. ROOT IN CONFERENCE 
On the 13th Mr. Harding had a three-hours' conference 
with Mr. Elihu Root, in which the latter gave special atten- 
tion to description of the plan for the International Court of 
the League, which, the same day, was being approved, with- 
out any compulsory feature, by the Assembly at Geneva. 
After the conference with the President-elect Mr. Root gave to 
the press a detailed rtJsume of the history of the movement 
in this country for settlement of international disputes by 
arbitration and by adjudication, and he explained how the 
plan for which he was contending would go beyond the work 
of The Hague conferences and provide the League with an 
indispensable instrument of service. 



CHANGES IN THE RECOMMENDATIONS 
OF THE COMMITTEE OF JURISTS 

The Assembly of the League of Nations, meeting at Gen- 
eva, has made certain fundamental changes in the project 
submitted by the Committee of Jurists, which met at The 
Hague during June and July. The essential changes are in 
Articles 34, 36, 37. The original of each of these articles, 
together with its revised form, follows : 

Article 34 (original). 

Between States which are members of the League of Na- 
tions, the court shall have jurisdiction (and this without 



any special convention giving it jurisdiction) to hear and 
determine cases of a legal nature, concerning — 

(a) The interpretation of a treaty ; 

(6) Any question of international law; 

(c) The existence of any fact which, if established, 

would constitute a breach of an international 
obligation ; 

(d) The nature or extent of reparation to be made for 

the breach of an international obligation ; 

(e) The interpretation of a sentence passed by the 

court. 

The court shall also take cognizance of all disputes of any 
kind which may be submitted to it by a general or particular 
convention between the parties. 

In the event of a dispute as to whether a certain case 
comes within any of the categories above mentioned, the 
matter shall be settled by the decision of the court. 

Article 34 (as adopted). 

Without prejudice to the right of the parties, according to 
Article 12 of the Covenant, to submit disputes between them 
either to judicial settlement or arbitration or to inquiry by 
the Council, the court shall have jurisdiction (and this with- 
out any special agreement giving it jurisdiction) to hear and 
determine disputes the settlement of which is by treaties in 
force entrusted to it or to the tribunal instituted by the 
League of Nations. 

Article 36 (original). 

The court shall give an advisory opinion upon any ques- 
tion or dispute of an international nature referred to it by 
the Council or Assembly. 

When the court shall give an opinion on a question of an 
international nature which does not refer to any dispute that 
may have arisen, it shall appoint a special commission of 
from three to five members. 

When it shall give an opinion upon a question which forms 
the subject of an existing dispute, it shall do so under the 
same conditions as if the case had been actually submitted 
to it for decision. 

Article 36 (as adopted). 

When the parties to a dispute agree to submit it to the 
jurisdiction of the Permanent Court of International Justice, 
the court shall, in the first place, apply the rules of pro- 
cedure which may have been laid down in the agreement, 
and, in the second place, in so far as they are applicable, the 
rules of procedure contained in The Hague Convention of 
1907 for the pacific settlement of international disputes, 
always provided such rules are consistent with the provisions 
of Articles 1-36, 37, 39, 49, and 59 of the present convention. 

Article 37 (original). 

The official language of the court shall be French. 
The court may, at the request of the contesting parties, 
authorize another language to be used before it. 

Article 37 (as adopted). 

The official languages of the court shall be French and 
English. If the parties agree that the case shall be con- 
ducted in French, the judgment will be delivered in French. 



